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COUNTRY NEWS LETTERS

SOME INTERESTING HAPPENINGS
IN VARIOUS SECTIONS.

News Items Gathered All Around the
County and Elsewhere.
Colston Clippings.

Colston, May 15.—The Colston
school children are all rejoicing for
their vacation will soon begin, as
they have only a couple more days
for school work. The public is in-
vited to attend the exercises Friday
night, May 19th, at Colston school.
The exercises will begin promptly at
eight o’clock.

Miss Evelyn Kirkland,. of Colston,
is spending a few days with friends
at Bamberg.

The Colston base ball team was de-
feated by Govan last Saturday after-
noon, the score being 18 to 12 in
favor of Govan.

Mr. John G. Clayton, who has been
in the hospital at Columbia for sev-
eral days, returned home Sunday
morning. He is now regaining his
strength. '

- Miss Alma Fender and Messrs. Le-
roy Peters and Ernest Hiers motor-
ed to Springfield Sunday.

Messrs. Barbot and Calvin McMil-
lan spent the day, with Mr. Talbert
Padgett Sunday. ’

Miss’ Nelle Clayton returned home
Monday from Greenwood, where she
has been teaching for the past term.

Messrs. Jesse Rentz and Lewie
Zeigler spent the week-end with the
former’s sister, Mrs. Marvin Clayton,

Mr. and Mrs. B. L. Kearse visited
in the Buford’s Bridge section last
Saturday and Sunday.

- 'There was a large crowd out to
Sunday school Sunday afternoon.
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Ehrhardt Etchings.

Ehrhardt, May 16,—0ur school
will have its closing exercises next
Monday and Tuesday nights, May 22
and 23rd. The school has been

taught this - year by S. C. Pay-

ginger, principal; Miss Ruth Shuler,
Miss Ora Bigby and Mrs. E. D. Grant.
The public is cordially invited to at-
tend the closing exercises.

Mrs. H. J. Hiers and little daugh-
ter have returned from an extended
visit to. her parents At Hopkins.

Mrs. A. F. Henderson is visiting
friends at Midland Park, near Char-
deston.

Mrs. John H. Hucks is at Fairfax
at the bedside of her mother, Mrs.
D. B. Groseclose, who has been sick
for some time.

Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Kirkland, Mr.
and Mrs. E, E. Hughes, Mr. G. J.
Hiers, Mr. M. O. Kinard, Mr. M. A.
Kinard, and Mr. Ellzey Copeland
left Sunday to attend the reunion jof
Confederate veterans ‘at Birming-

“ham, Ala.

Mr. Harry Ehrhardt has been em-
ployed by Mr. C. E. Kinsey to man-
age his grocery business. We wish
him much success in his new field of
labor.

Mr. M. Leinwand returned yester-
day from a visit to relatives at
Branchville.

Mrs. J. L. Copeland and sister,
Miss Maude Farrell, returned yester-
day from a visit to relatives at Fort
Motte, S. C.

Miss Lalla Salley and Mr. Dick Ad-
dison returned yesterday from an au-
to trip to Columbia. Miss Salley
went to visit her sister at Columbia

college. They report quite a delight-
ful trip.
e .

Cope Cullings.

Cope, May 15.—The 1915-16 term
of the Cope graded school will come
to a close on Friday next, when in
the evening appropriate closing ex-
ercises will be held upstairs in the
large auditorium. The public is cor-
dially invited to attend.

Neither Mr. and Mrs. Stewart nor
Miss Hill will return next session,
and the board has already elected a
new corps of teachers for the next
term.

Mr. J. Herbert Hayden conducted
the usual Sunday night prayer ser-
vice at the Baptist church last night.

Rev. Joe L. Hiers preached a very
interesting sermon to his congrega-
tion at the Baptist church yester-
day morning.

Miss Berta Hill, a teacher in the
Cope graded school, spent the week-
end at Bamberg as the guest of Mrs.

L. E. Livingston and Mrs. Ida
Schwartz.
The cloudy weather and light

rains are gladly welcomed, as the
gardens were almost destroyed, and
the housekgepers sick of the dust.
The farmers are rushing every avail-

{" DEATH FROM .YDROPHOBIA.

| Second Fatality Within Week in Lau-
rens County.

Laurens, May 14.—The second
death from hydrophobia to occur in
Laurens within the week is reported
from the vicinity of Cold Point,
where a three-year-old negro child
has died of rabies. The child was
bitten about four weeks ago, and it
was under treatment for more than

three weeks by local physicians. As
in the case of the little Strickland
lad, who died Tuesday, this second
victim was frightfully bitten about
the face and hands. At the same
time the child was attacked the
father, in attempting to beat off the
dog, was badly bitten on the hands.

As a result of these fatalities, Lau-
rens county is going to have several
hundreds dogs less than in many a
day. In fact, the slaughter has been
going on for three or four weeks,
and it will continue for some time
or at least until the loafing class is
dispatched.

oats that were cut during the past
week. They, of course, were willing
for the rain to hold off a day or two
yet, but “it’s an ill wind that blows
nobody good.”

All cotton that is up is looking
fine; is clean and nearly all chopped
to a stand. Corn is too young to
suffer as yet and is also logking fine,
but there is lots of cotton planted,
and not up for lack of moisture. Un-
less we get more rain, there will not
be much of a change, as the little
that has fallen so far will soon have
vanished. '

Chief Wilson has started a little
zoo. He has two pretty young foxes
and has the promise of a young bear
and a coon, anl he will add to it
from time to time,
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A Letter From “Occasional.”

Olar, May 15.—We are told that
“ijt is an ill wind that blows nobody
any good;” so, although it is dry
and dusty, it is a nice time to gather
grain. *

As your old' time correspondent,
“Old Timer,” has been out west to
‘““view the land scape a’er,” we hope
he will write it up. Wg are too busy
to go to see him, and we want to
hear something that is not any kin to
war news.

The fishermen keep themselves
busy, and if we were to write what
we know about some of their catches,
some people would think it was a
“fish story,” so we abstain from it.

Since writing the above Mr. J. O.
Ritter dropped in on me and said, ‘I
went a fishing in the swamp yester-
day and caught 11 jack fish, with live
bait, from under one tree, and didn’t
move my feet two feet from where
I caught the first fish. I then went
on down the banke, and came across
a moccasin on the bank with a big
cat fish in his mouth. I killed the
snake, and rolled the fish back in
the water, and it may not be stopped
running yet.” I read the first part
of this letter to Mr. Ritter and told
him I was going to write what he
said, although I had not intended to
write on the fish subject at all.

Just then the sheriff from your
town with four deputies came along
and arrested me. They took me
down the river to a place where that
indefatiable piscatorial artist, Willie
Best, was surrounded, N., E., S. and
W., by fish, and now how can we
write on any other subject, when
even to the snakes go a-fishing?

Just a word in parenthesis now.
(Isn’t it best to take something along
that is good for snake bites?) And
yvet man is insatiable. Some of our
young men go away down the coun-
try to a place called Nigger Lake,
where they catch even more than
they do up here. And now in the
quietude of the night, sitting here
alone, I feel that I voice the senti-
ments of the crowd that was with me
today when I say, ‘“No, I thank you,
not any more fish for me at present,”
and I drop the subject.

The crops at present remind me
of a little girl. They are too little
and young to introduce into society;
yet, perhaps, when they get older—
I mean the crops—I may say more
about them. And if they ever grow
any prettier—I mean the girls—I
will say something about them.

The most of our farmers have
good stands and the crops have a
long time to make yet; and I take an
optimistic view of the situation and
feel cheerful.

A gentleman being asked his age
replied: “If the years of my life
were doubled, and two-thirds of the
product divided by 2, the result

able team, hauling in quantities of ihis age?

would be equal to 46.”” What was
OCCASIONAL.

IN THE PALMETTO STATE

SOME OCCURRENCES OF VARIOUS
KINDS IN SOUTH CAROLINA.

State News Boiled Down for Quick
Reading.—Paragraphs About
Men and Happenings.

Greenwood’'s <oast artillery com-
pany, 67 stror has been mustered

into the militia service.

The South Carolina naval militia
will go on a cruise on the torpedo
boat Lamson, July 15 to 29.

B. C. Mclver has been reelected
superintendent of the Cheraw schools
for the 23rd consecutive year.

Robert Quillen, well known editor
of the Fountain Inn Tribune, has
purchased the Woodruff Record.

Brantley Burroughs, a 13-year-old
boy of Coflway, was drowned in the
Waccamaw river near Conway while

swimming last Thursday.

Wyatt Aiken, congressman from.
the third South Carolina district, is,
ill in Washington, suffering with a|
mild case of blood poisoning. !

Companies E and K, second regi-|
ment, N. G. S. C., located at Colum-
bia and Elloree, have been mustered
out of the service for inefficiency.

Duff Mills, a negro of Spartanburg,
was shot and instantly killed in that
city Wednesday night by Constable
M. S. Turner, while he was resisting
arrest.

Sparks from a passing freight
train ignited 150 bales of cotton on
the depot platform at Johnston, Wed-

SITCATION IN ERIN OMINOUS.

Punishment of Rebels Caused Reac-
tion of Sympathy Among People.

London, May 11.—The most dan-
gerous factor in the Irish situation,
namely, that the punishment of the
rebels would cause a reaction of sym-
pathy among the warm-hearted and
emotional people appears to be fast
materializing.

John Dillon, one of the most re-
spected of the Nationalists, but often
one of the bitterest antagonists of
British rule, attacked the govern-
ment today in the house of commons
in a speech which, for bitter denun-
ciation, has not been surpassed at
Westminster since Parnell’s days.

Premier Asquith has personally
stepped into the breach and is taking
the unprecedented course of journey-
ing to Dublin to investigate the sit-
uation and doubtless to give instruc-
tions to Gen. Maxwell regarding the
policy which the military government
must pursue, now that the chief civil
administrators, Lord Wimborne, Au-
gustine Birrel and Sir Matthew Na-
than, have retired from office, The
premier left here tonight by the Irish
Mail train on his way to that city.

Mr. Asquith once before took the
reins in his own hands at a crisis by
assuming the'’ secretaryship of war
when the threatened Ulster revolt in
1914 caused the resignation of Col.
Seely.

Playing Conciliator.

The prime minister’s finest powers
have been displayed in playing the
part of a conciliator and he now has
a task which is likely to demand
their utmost exercise. He announced

town.

Lest somebody else get

IT ISN’T YOUR TOWN—IT’S YOU.

If you want to live in the kind of a town
Like the kind of a town you like,
You needn'’t slip your clothes in a grip
And start on a long, long hike.
You’ll only find what you left behind,
For there’s nothing that’s really new.
It’s a knock at yourself when you knock your

It isn’t your town—it’s you.

Real towns are not made by men afraid

When everybody works and nobody shirks
You can raise a town from the dead.

And if when you make your personal stake
Your neighbor can make one, too,

Your town will be what you want to see.
It isn’t your town—it’s YOU.
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ahead.

Most of the cotton was de-
The depot was saved.

nesday.
stroyed.

Governor Manning has accepted an
invitation to go to Charlotte on May
20. It is stated in Charlotte that
President Wilson will be present pro-
vided nothing turns up to prevent
his attendance.

Joe Grant, the negro convicted of
the murder of J. L. Durst, a promi-

nent white man of Johnston, was
electrocuted Monday shortly after
noon in the Stdte penitentiary. The

negro maintained his innocence to
the last and stated that a brother of
the man whom he was convicted of
murdering knew that he was inno-
cent, hecause he knew who really
shot the dead man.

Fred Smith, a white man, facing a
sentence on the Greenville county
chaingang, following his conviction
of burglary, attempted to commit sui-
cide in the Greenville jail last week
by slashing his throat with a razol.
He will recover.

By a vote of 48 to 22, citizens of
181 square miles of Berkeley county
last week voted to annex themselyes
to Charleston county. The estimated
population of the territory to be ced-
ed is 2,500 and the assessed value of
the taxable property is $1,180,000.

William White, a South Carolina
negro, killed Miss Ernestine Brown,
22 years old, and Sergeant J. C.
Jackson, and seriously wounded
another woman at Fort Lavenworth,
Kan., last week. White had recent-
ly purchased his release from the
army mounted ‘service school at Fort
Leavenworth. He gave instructions
that his life insurance policy be sent
to his mother in South Carolina and
then began the crusade of murder.
After the killings he escaped across
the Missouri river, but was later

captured.

that he was going to consult with the
authorities in order to arrive at some
arrangement satisfactory to Irishmen
of all parties, and no statesman ever
attempted a harder achievement. He
frankly declared that the present sit-
uation could not continuie. Many of
the newspapers, particularly the Lib-
eral organs, call upon the Irish fac-
tions to seize the opportunity for set-
tling their long standing differences.

The Marquis of Lansdowne inti-
mated to the house of lords that the
disarmament of all Ireland will be
undertaken. This would mean the
disarmament of the Ulster and Na-
tionalist Volunteers, and whether
that can be done depends on Sir Ed-
ward Carson and John Redmond
more than on any other individual.

The house of commerce negatived,
without division, Mr. Dillon’s motion
demanding that the government
should immediately declare its inten-
tion. The house of lords adopted
without division Lord Lordburn’s mo-
tion expressing dissatisfaction with
the government’s management of Ire-
land.

Text of Resolution.

The text of the resolution present-
ed by John Dillon is as follows:

“That in the interests of peace and
good government in Ireland, it is vi-
tally important that the government
should immediately make a full state-
ment of their intentions as to con-
tinuance of executions in that coun-
try, carried out as a result of secret
military trials, and as to the con-
tinuance of martial law, military rule
and the searches and wholesale ar-
rests now going on in various dis-
tricts of the country.”

Mr. Dillon’s motion was
down without a division.

In speaking on his resolution Mr.
Dillon referred to the execution of
Thomas Kent, in County Cork, say-
ing it looked as though there was a

voted

WILSON

INTERFERENCE WITH MALL

WILL INSIST ENGLAND
MUST STOP.
Satisfactory Adjustment With Great
Britain Must Be Made by United
States.

Washington, May 15.—Negotia-
tions with Great BPBritain regarding
interference with mails to and from
the United States and interruption
ot‘_ neutral commerce by the British
fleet are to be resumed in the very
near future. A note insisting sharp-
ly upon modifications in the treat-
ment of mails already is being pre-
pared at the State department, and
as soon as possible work will be be-
gun on a reply to. the last British
note defending the operation of the
blockade orders in council.

Secretary Lansing let it be known
last week that the implied change in
the German note on submarine war-
fare expressing confidence that the
United States would hold Great Bri-
tain to compliance with international
law had made it difficult to proceed
with the British negotiations. He
said today, however, th4t these ne-
gotiations would be continued
promptly in spite of the embarrassing
situation. The note now being pre-
pared reiterates the original protest
of the United States against the de-
tention and interference with Ameri-
can mails. The reply of Great Bri-
tain, received several weeks ago, is
considered unsatisfactory to Presi-
dent Wilson. It is understood that
the new demand will be more decid-
ed in its language than the first.

A phase of interference with mails,
which would be made the subject of
special protest, is the custom of tak-
ing neutral ships into British ports
for inspection and then removing the
mails, and sometimes subjecting
them to long delays,

The refusal of Great Britain to-al-
low hospital supplies to be sent by
the American Red Cross to Germany
and her allies still is being carefully
investigated at the State department,
and a protest on this ubject is ex-
pected to go forward in the near fu-

ture. 4
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DEATH FROM BURNS.

Mrs. Eliza Shealy Loses Life in

Ilmnw'
Lexington, May 14.—Mrs. Eliza
Shealy, widow of the late John

Shealy, met a horrible death Tues-
day at her home about a mile south
of Summit, when her clothing caught
fire from a pipe which she was
smoking or which she was about to
light with a match. Mrs. Shealy, 86
years of age, and Miss Katherine
Alewine, about the same age, lived
together in their little home.

Mrs. Shealy is survived by four
children—three daughters and one
son, as follows: Mrs. W. L. Rawl,
of Batesburg, Mrs. J. A. Slight, of
Summit, Mrs. Ellen Steele, of Brook-
land, and Samuel Shealy, of near
Summit.

The remains were laid to rest Wed-
nesday in the family burying ground
near Summit.

roving commission

to carry out
“these horrible executions.”
Mr. Tennant announced today

there had been fourteen executions,
although the previous figure was
twelve. He asked what people were
to believe, and added that it was no
wonder many viewed the matter with
gravest concern lest another execu-
tion had been held back from the
premier and might be brought to
light later,

Mr. I?illon said he drafted his reso-
lution in order to confine the discus-
sion to the narrow but important is-
sue of military executions, and the
continuance of martial law. He
complained that Premier Asquith
was kept in the dark by the military
authorities as to what was going on.
He did not hold Gen. Maxwell, the
British commandef, and the other
military authorities responsible for
the execution of F. Sheehy Skeffing-
ton, but pointed out that Mr. Skef-
fington was shot on April 26 and the
military authorities, responsible for
it until May 6.

‘“How could any one blame the
people of Dublin for believing dozens
of others have been shot secretly in
barracks?” he asked. “Horrible ru-
mors are current in Dublin and they|

are embittering the people.”
— i —

Directors of the Parker - Cotton
Mill Merger have sold the Hampton
group of mills, with a total of 275,-
000 spindles, to Lockwood, Green &
Co., of Boston. The purchase price
was $2,900,000.

L was seiied Federal

TIGERS IN GEORGIA. .

Farm Wagons With False Bottoms
Club Counters With Big Tops.

Atlanta, May 14.—Activities of of-
ficers to rigidly enforce Georgia's
prohibition law that went into effect
May 1 have disclosed some unique
methods of ‘‘blind tigers” to evade
the law. An inconspicuous farm wa-
gon, driven on the streets of Atlanta,
was equipped with a false bottom
filled with pint bottles of liquor, a
counter in a “social” club has a false
top full of botties, and by following
a series of trap doors discovered un- -
der a house in the outskirts of the
city officers found a large quantity of
liquor stored in a cave that had once
been used for illicit distilling. The
‘“blockaders” had used the chimney
of the house to carry off the smoke.
Getting rid of the smoke is one of
the blockaders’ most perplexing
problem¢ ;

A general raid at 7:30 o’clock in
the morning at Savannah participat-
ed in practically by every member of
the police force resulted in confisca-
tion of so much ligquor that nearly
every dray in the city was employed
to haul it to the police station. More
than 100 arrests were made. No
private homes, where a family might
have provided against the anti-ship-
ping feature by laying in a little
more than the prescribed two quarts
of liquor, gallon of wine or forty-
eight pints of beer, were entered.
Atlanta officials have stated that they
would investigate homes where it
was believed more than the law al-
lows is stored, but no such action has
been taken. The fact that large
quantities of intoxicants were ship-
ped into the State just prior to May “ -
1 has been established beyond doubt.

It has been admitted by officials
that in at least three important cities
of the State and in some communé-
ties not so thickly populated, the for-
mer prohibition law was not rigidly
enforced. That the law allowed the
sale of beer but not liquor.

Reports from every section of the
State, however, show that the new
law is being lived up to with the ex-
ception of the comparatively few
“plind tigers.”” Persons for and
against prohibition point to the spec-
tacular and far-reaching Savannah
raid as evidence of this.

Liquor confiscated In the Irst tnir-
teen days of May has run into the
tens of thousands of gallons. The
sheriff of Coffee county seized a por-
tion of two carloads in the possession
of the Ocila, Pine Bloom and Valdos- /
ta railroad, and out of that act has
grown the first case attacking the
law. The railroad was transporting
the liquor during the latter part of
April and had it on a side track at
Ocila May 1. After part.of the liquog
Judge Emery
Speer granted a temporary injunc-
tion restraining the officers from tak-
ing the remainder. Men guarding
the cars were shot at the first nizht
after the injunction was issued. A
few ineffectual shots were fired. No
one was hurt.

Another case in which interpreta- -
tion of the law is involved is in the
Atlanta courts. A railroad refused
to deliver to a soft drink manufac-
turing company two barrels of pure
alcohol, which is used in dissolving™
certain ingredients which go into the :
beverage. The company is suing in
the Fulton county superior court for «é
possession of the alcohol, delivery of :

:
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which the railroad claims, would be
in violation of the prohibition law. :
Fines for violation of the law already e
have amounted to more than $3,000 ~~ "=
in the local police court. %,

Orders to destroy liquor was car-
ried to the limit by an Atlanta po-
liceman Friday. A negro dropped a
quart 'bottle of whiskey at the most
prominent corner in the city. The
officer lighted the puddle that the
spilled beverage made and burned it.
In his report to headquarters he said
two hundred persons were attracted.

to the scene.
——— 13

Disastrous Fire at Whitmire. i

Whitmire, May 12.—The worst fire -
in the history of Whitnire started '
this morning at 5 o’clock and by 8
o'clock almost all' of the business
section was in flames. By the heroic _
work of the squad in charge of what 5
hose was available the fire was check- :
ed at Main street and the hotel and
two new buildings, occupied by the
Whitmire Supply company and the
Bank of Whitmire, respectively, were
saved. Some of those who lost heav-
ily were P. B. Qdell, Z. H. Suber, J.
G. Setzler, W. H. Rasor, Miller Broth-
ers, C. H., Cooper company, David
Duncan, P. B. Hilton, J. M. Major
and the Glenn-Lowry Manufacturing 3.
company. The fire originated in the
rear of Odell’s livery stable in a mvs-
terious manner.
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